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In Bugis folklore, Silolona was the name of the ship that
saved the world. Today, its modern incarnation, a 50m Phinisi
schooner built in Borneo using traditional techniques, offers a
Jjourney through old-world luxury and style.

words Chris White
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the sun

He named the boat after his beloved and
cailed upon her spint to accompany’ mim:. on
the journey. Through many hardships, Atuf
sailed into the sun until he could oo no
further in the blistering heal. Again, he
called forth Sillolona’s spirit, which gave
him the surge of strength he neaded to
thrust s |'|1|'|g:CE| spaar into the sun,
shartering its celestial body. The shards of
light formed stars and constellations, and

the world was safer for all of humankind.

The modern incarmation of the ship that
shved the world may not sccomplish such

a mighty task as its namesake, but she
has already made the world more secure
for the Konjo boatbuliders from the village
of Ara, in Sulawesi, Indonesia. Silolona
may well be the instrument that saves and
preserves thelr traditional way of life
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49.8m-lpng fronwood P,

Co-owner Pattl Seery balieves anly about
fi peaple in the warld
pri
Gaiiga in its {:urlg-m:i language. The epic
tells the story of the first Seven
generations of people from the time of the
ancestars; the meén who crafted Soaing
are direct descendants of the lirst boat
builder. According bo legend, the ariginal
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e concept is that our ‘Silolona’

brand will ensure the integrity and
quality of the experience. %9

— Patti Seery, co-owner

electric drilts and two fist-sized disc
sanders in conjunction with thair traditional
hand tools, They perfarmed aven fine
waodworking with the chainsaw. In the
end, 12 men finished the hull in just undear
11 months. Every scantling adhered to
German Lloyd's specifications, the mast
complete regulations for wooden boats of
this: size,

From s concepbion, S4adons meant much
maore o all involved than just a new,
luxurious sailboat. On the dav the kesl was
lald, Fordatkosu's chant calling the spirit of
his ancestors gave the ship her name. The
bullders then wrote NGOA on the emerging

%t available for ¢

Sheiandg was f “harter last
luly and enjoved a very successful season
doing Komodo Expeditions for Amanresons,
writhi whom they'll be working again this
year [sea Charter Operators box). Last
December, she sailed up to Thailand, where
she was the queen of the King's Cup
Regarta and the baile of the ball at the
#huket Invitational superyvacht rendezvous.

Following the tsunami, Sinoss has been
helping o restore Sumatra and working bo

kg boaks for the people of Aceh {see

ving article), After
Singapore for the Boat Asia show, she

began doing Komado Expeditions for four

eRring in

manths from early June, then running

cultural programmaes in Papua Barat

{f =iy Irian Jaya). This Decamber, shell
offer charters throughout Myanmar's Mergu

Archipelago with SEAL Supéeryachts

Siiodona’s success has created a strong
enthusiasm for building mone luxury Sailing
Phinisis, and Seery is currently in serious
discussions with interested parties. “The
concept is that our "Silodona” brand will ensure
the integrity and guality of the experience,”
she says. "We eventually hope to have a feat
Enking the spice moute,” All the while, making
ace for the buliders of

thiese mapestic salling vessels. [YZR

this wiorld a safer
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Length overall 40 8m (1610}
Length deck 38 1m (1259)
i y - \ Length waterfine  Z8.8m [957)
S, .;.' \ Beam 10.0m (33f)
F e, | = Draught 3.1m {100}
§ = ol R Displacement 450 gross tones
a AT Engines i = Yanmar Turto 580hp
= ~ Ak = Cruising speed 10-12 knats
;___'-_ i Range 2, M0nm
= | | = Fuel capacity 18,700 1res
e N
- - Wator capacity 146,000 iires
| & —_— Watermaker 12,000 ires/day
| " { . Guast berths I0-15 (3 king beds, 2 double beds + five optional singhes)
\ = [3 v Crew barths 15
- I-_ - Material Bormes Tronwood (Kaye Ulin)
\ Classification German Lioyd's
Dresigmer Michael Kasten, Kasten Marine, LISA
- Builder Kanjo Bastbuiders of Ara, Batulion, Indomesss
- Chwrner BT, Fninisl SHolona Explores

Charter operators
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As if Saliand's construction wasn't fascinating enowgh, the boat
was called in to play a hergic role within months of its launch. When
the Boxing Day tsunarmi struck the coastiines of Asia and Africa,
Sifpdipna was nestled safely n Thailand's Phang Nga Bay. However,
she so00n headed south to Langkawi, where co-owner Pattl Seery
met a medical group of international Sikhs who were stranded and
desperate to réach the affected areas of Sumatra. Seery and crew
teamed up with a group called "Wawves OF Mf‘lf'r' and satled forth
with ancthes vesssel Saa0 Paguto I

After checking nto

threa

the port of f“:ﬁ“'.'pi!l'l-.; on January H. Tthey spemt
lays gathaering information im Banda Apah, trying to discemn
wingre they could be of most use — authorities and eye-witnesses
pointed to the west coast of Sumatra. Although & number of relief
agencies had been trying to bring relief to the area, getting thens
was next to impossible, Military officers asked if S4odana could go 1o
the town af Caleng, which had suffered near-complete devastation.

Eraom this information, the crew of Sdaong realised the sea would
bBecome the west coast’s primary 3ocess, Information about ports,
landings and docks became wrgent to the success of any rekef effort.
Samebody needed to surnaey the coastine and convey the data very
clearty to the UN, the Indonesian government and all the relief
agencles in the area. With thousands dying, it had to come Fast

Sitofora’s beam first worked locally, urging officials in Sabang to
open the port as a centre ased operabions, 8 move that
would take pressure off Banda Aceh, They also coordinabed with
surviving captains of fishing Neets, who agreed to work with relief
agencies to ransport workers and rescue victims. At first, Seery’s
petition o use Sep transport fall on dealf sars, but she eventually
got through, recelving official approval frem the military and local
aificials. Stafona set forth for Calang in hopes of placing the Sikh
medical tearn in the area of greatest need,

or

The sea had other ideas. Rowgh waters snapped the forward mast,
forcing the vessel to turn back to Sa bang, wherg the medical team
decided to stay, It was 19 days after the tsunami and Sifofanr was
at a crassroads, They had fulfilled their original mission by placing
the medical team — mow what?

The crew decided to move forward with the west-coast project
Enlisting two local captains, Sifodons set sail to survey and record
the conditions of ports and jetties, They would move up the coast
and document possible anchorages and landing sites, and

Avestigate the ariginal docking faclties. Al information would
then be recorded an navigational charts. With her forward mast
removed, SHoaona set sall, Using a dinghy, the créw proceeded Lo
chart all possible boat landings on the nawly shaped coastline,
compiling their findings in a thick document entitled, 2
Coasial Fovts and Landings — Northwes! Cogst of Sumatra. The
UN has been among the many to highlight Its Importance,

vep af

Seery and the crew of Sdming are currently at work 'on a project
to build new boats for Aceh. Their team took specs and held
discussions with surviving local craftsmen, who Seery says, "are
few and far between”. They've already begun purchasing wood
and engines, and are working with more builders In Tanimbar to
provide fishing vessels within the coming months.

"We're going to launch a much larger initiative for collecting funds
The important part of our programma is that we'ré using
tradittonal builders and ane building to the specs from Aceh Boats,
We're also training new Acehenese bullders,” Seery says

The recipients of the boats will Initially have to divide the catch

with other villagers ta provide protein, but as the boats becomes
more successful, 10 per cent of 2ach catch will be set aside for
funds to build the next boat for someons else In the community.
We're working with the Indo-Pacific Conservation Alliance 1o
receive funds. A small percentage of the cost of each boat will
be provided to address conservation issues for sustainable
fisheries.” It just the [atest chapter in the history of a boat
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whose own legend | growing fast, [




